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k i l l e d i t .

under Section 2, Rule 4 to a resolution which proposes an
amendment to the Constitution, that is, the resolution will
be subjected to a public hearing. I t may be k i l l ed by t h e
committee . I f i t i s k i l l ed b y t he commit t ee , j u st l i k e a
bill, 30 votes would be required to consider and adopt that
resolution. That's what t h e r u l e say s . Now I t h i nk i t ' s
pretty straightforward. We d ecided s ome ye a r s ago when we
put this particular section in our rule book that we did not
want significant items like amendments to t h e N eb r ask a
Constitutzon to be treated in the s ame f ashion a s a
resolution commemorating the Clearwater basketball team
wherein S e n a to r DeC amp was simply able to utter the magic
word, C l e a r wat e r , and t h e resolution was adopted. We are
saying simply that an amendment to the Nebraska Constitution
is as important if not more so than a bill and i s t o be
treated in an identical manner w hich m e an s 3 0 v o t e s are
required to raise it from committee after the committee has

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator DeCamp,t hen Senator Co n way, t h e n

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr. President, there is n o one i n t he b o d y
that gets the rules enforced against them more than I and I
am willing to accept that, but I 'm a l s o i n s i st e n t t h a t w h e n
I 'm r i g h t , whether you agree or disagree with the r ule , t ha t
y ou don' t u se a doub l e st an d a r d . Now Senator J oh n son i s a
lawyer and he can understand what I'm going to s ay next r e a l
c lear . Num ber o ne , w h e t he r y o u agree or d i s a g r ee , r i g h t o r
wrong, the general rule in the book is that resolutions, for
constitutional amendments, a re cons i d e red a n d adopted . I n
other words, General File, S elect F i l e , Fi n al Re a d i n g . That
is the general rule, public hearing, they already had that
anyway. T he spec i f i c rule, whether it should be t here o r
not, I'm not going to agree or d i s a g re e on , b u t t he s peci f i c
rule i s v er y c l e ar . I t ' s o n pa ge 2 8 a n d it specifically
says that it shall take a majority when a resolution is
killed in committee to revive it on the f l oo r . Now eve r y
other place it speaks of constitutional amendments the rule
deals wi t h i t , makes the exception. I n t h i s on e i t
specifically does not make exception. It is a very specific
r ule a p p l y i n g t o all resolutions. That's the r ule . Don ' t
fault me for wanting to utilize t he r u l e s . 30 vo t es is a
nigh on t o i mp o s s i b l e t h i ng on this particular issue as
everybody knows. 25 i s a l on g sh o t . A l l I ' m t r y i n g t o d o
is follow the rules to the best benefit. When I started out

Senator Beutler, then Senator Lamb.
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